
Step-by-step instructions: 

 
1. In preparation for the lesson, collect data on each student’s reading comprehension level using 

a reading assessment. 

 

2. Discuss the results with each student individually and obtain their written commitment to learn 

SCENE. 

 

3. Meet with student individually to develop goals for learning the strategy with specific dates 

for completing phases of training. 

 

4. Describe the strategy in detail (noting to think of SCENE as a visual imagery strategy where 

each student creates mental images in her or his own mind about the text, names the scene, adds 

details to the pictures, and then names the scene and its detailed parts), the general situations 

where the strategy can be used (with expository text/passages), the benefits each student can 

expect from learning and utilizing the strategy (improving reading comprehension and recall), 

and the guidelines, cautions, or exceptions for using the strategy. (Note that when using SCENE, 

each student needs to be act like a detective with curiosity trying to find the clues and piece them 

together to guide them toward fully understanding and remembering what the author is 

conveying. 

 

5. Create a slide or poster with the following mnemonic: 

 

 
 

 

6. While displaying the slide to the students, tell them that SCENE is acronym mnemonic.  

 

7. Ask the students if they have learned about acronym mnemonics. 

 

8. Note that an acronym mnemonic is a word created with letters used to represent lists of  

information or a sequence of steps. 

 

9. Introduce and describe each step of SCENE. 

 

10. Note that “S” stands for “search for picture words.”  

 



 During this first step, define that “picture words” are words that you can imagine as 

pictures in your mind. 

 Emphasize that each student must read the text like a detective with curiosity trying to 

find the clues and piece them together.  

 Note that as students read they should pause between sentences to stop and imagine 

pictures of what they read. 

 Note that students should read in stages, sentence by sentence, paragraph by paragraph 

(or line by line, stanza by stanza in a poem), making connections among the images they 

picture from the words in the passage.  

 Model imagining pictures from words in the first three to five lines of a poem. 

 

11. Note that “C” stands for “create or change the scene.”  

 

 Define that the “scene” is the setting where the action/event occurs.  

 Explain how pictures imagined from text can be combined to create a scene in one’s 

mind. 

 Note that a picture can change the scene. 

 Model using imagined pictures in a poem to create scenes. 

 

12. Note that “E” stands for “enter lots of details.”  

 

 Define the meaning of “details” as the smallest parts of the pictures you are creating.  

 Note that “enter lots of details” means each student is to add features to the scene in their 

own mind. 

 Model entering many details in pictures created from words as shown below. 

 

13. Note that “N” stands for “name the parts.”  

 

 Define the meaning of “name the parts” as describing the scene and action in your own 

words aloud.. 

 Note a student must name: 

 

             1) the scene, 

             2) two parts of the scene 

             3) what is happening in the scene 

             4) three details the student adds that relate to the picture words and action/events  

      happening in scene. 

 

 When recording the parts, make sure: 

 

             1) that it is in the form of a complete sentence with a subject and a verb 

             2) that the sentence is accurate, makes sense, and is in the student’s own words  

             3) that the student adds new information to relate the pictures, words,  

                 and action/events happening in scene 

 



 Model how to name the parts as shown below. 

 

14. Note that “E” stands for “evaluate your picture.”  

 

 Define that “evaluate” means to assess the picture you have imagined to make certain it is 

accurate, contains as much of the text content as possible, makes sense, and includes 

everything you need to retain and recall your mental picture. 

 Model evaluating your picture as shown below. 

 

15. Pass out copies of the SCENE acronym, index cards, glue sticks, and tape. 

 

16. Direct students to glue a copy of SCENE on to an index card and then tape the index card to 

their English journal. 

 

17. While talking aloud with the SCENE slide projected or displayed on the wall, model for 

students how to follow SCENE using a stanza from a age appropriate poem, such as 

from Langston Hughes’s Mother to Son. (See the Support Materials section for an example.) 

 

18. Guide your students to think aloud. Instruct students to model using SCENE to increase their 

reading comprehension.  

 

19. Ask the students to share what they see, hear, smell, taste, and feel. Note how they may 

create different pictures and have different feelings about the poem. Note how different life 

experiences may impact those emotions and that it is important to understand and respect those 

differences. 

 

20. Then have the students rehearse the strategy with a partner or in a small group. Instruct them 

to state the purpose and process of the strategy, as well as describe each step for the same 

passage. 

 

21. Provide feedback and suggestions to students individually. 

 

22. Have students do this with up to five passages at their reading levels until you know each 

student is applying SCENE correctly. 

 

23. Then have the student do this with up to five passages at the grade level of the course (e.g., 

poetry from the Harlem Renaissance), and continue to provide guided feedback and suggestions 

after each passage is practiced.  

 

24. Give same reading assessment given prior to introduction of SCENE in order to collect data 

on each student’s reading comprehension after students learned and used SCENE. 

 

25. Assist students in generalizing the use of SCENE by first leading a discussion with the 

students to identify and plan to use the strategy in other settings, second having the students try 

SCENE in other settings and report back to class, and plan to have students use SCENE at other 

times during class. 


